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in the South, and after three or four years Smith returned to
England on account of ill-health. Before his departure, the
Bey. "William Crowe reached Quilon, but his health also
failed, almost from his arrival, and he. also returned to
England within two years, without having been able to effect
much. This mission was then left from November, 1825, in
the hands of Mr. Ashton, aided by the occasional visits and
general superintendence of the Nagercoil missionaries. There
were then ten schools in operation in this part of the
country, with about 400 scholars, and with five catechists
labouring in the surrounding district.

Meantime the work in the South, in the hands of Messrs.
Mead and Mault and their helpers, was vigorously prosecuted
and flourished greatly. The good hand of their God was on
them for good, and constant accessions to the Christian com-
munity took place. In 1822 it was reckoned that 5,000
persons had since the commencement of the mission embraced
Christianity. The congregations then numbered twenty-two,
amongst whom seventeen native teachers were labouring,
while twenty village schools were in operation. The next
year seven additional congregations were formed, and a
boarding school for girls was opened by Mrs. Mault with
twenty-seven boarders. The efforts of the brethren were
united, their consultations frequent and harmonious, and
their plans effective and encouraging. In all their work
suitable means and instrumentalities were employed, and
they had reason to expect the promised blessing of God upon
their prayerful and indefatigable efforts. Vernacular and
itinerant preaching was systematically practised, in order
to reach, as far as possible, the mass of the adult population.
Native agency, the best within reach of the missionaries at
the time, was availed of, while a better educated class of
agents was under training in the seminary, in which they
had now thirty-eight pupils. Scriptural education was